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Commission gives young people a stronger voice in EU policymaking as a
legacy of the European Year of Youth

Brussels, 10 January 2024

Young Europeans will have greater influence on EU policies. Building on the achievements of the
2022 European Year of Youth, today the Commission announced several actions that give young
people a greater say in the decisions that affect them and deepen the youth dimension in a range of
EU policies.

Putting the needs of young people centre stage, these actions engage young people in a meaningful
way ahead of the 2024 European elections and beyond.

Reflecting the youth perspective in EU policies

When designing EU policies, the Commission will apply a ‘youth check' which will ensure that their
impact on young people is systematically factored in. This will be done by making sure that the
existing Better Regulation tools, including consultations and impact assessments, are used to their
maximum potential.

These tools will be complemented with several youth-specific instruments under the 2019-2027 EU
Youth Strategy. Other initiatives that go hand-in-hand with the youth check include policy dialogues
between young people and Commissioners, a series of dedicated youth mainstreaming roundtables
and a new youth stakeholders' platform that will facilitate a continuous exchange with youth
organisations, youth researchers, Member State representatives and other EU institutions. The
Commission will also strenghen the EU Youth Dialogue, the largest youth participation mechanism in
Europe aligning the dialogue's focus more closely with the Commission's work programme.

Addressing young people's concerns in key policy areas

In addition, the Commission has put forward several concrete actions addressing young people's
concerns in five policy fields that are of key relevance for them: health and wellbeing, environment
and climate change, education and training, international cooperation and European values, and
employment and inclusion.

As part of these measures, the Commission will, for example:

e Take forward the work towards a joint European degree in 2024, in line with the European
Strategy for Universities;

e Set up a platform for regular dialogue and consultations with youth organisations worldwide
through the Youth Dialogue Platform in EU external action;

e Update its quality framework for traineeships in 2024 to address issues including fair
remuneration and access to social protection;

e Prepare guidelines on wellbeing in schools, to be published in 2024;

e Reach out to young people through the Commission's upcoming campaign on climate and
democracy ahead of the 2024 European elections;

e Increase volunteering opportunities for young people to address the green transition, by
topping-up the 2024 European Solidarity Corps call from Horizon Europe;

e Further implement the ALMA initiative (aim, learn, master, achieve) to help disadvantaged
young people aged 18-29 years to integrate into the society and labour market through a
work-related learning experience abroad.

European Youth Week 2024

As part of the Commission's effort to bring the EU close to young people, the 2024 European Youth
Week will take place from 12 to 19 April and will focus on democratic participation and elections, two
months ahead of the European Parliament elections. The week will celebrate and promote youth
engagement, participation and active citizenship through a series of activities all over Europe.


https://youth.europa.eu/year-of-youth/legacy_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%253A42018Y1218%252801%2529
https://youth.europa.eu/strategy/euyouthdialogue_en
https://youth.europa.eu/youthweek_en

Background

The actions announced today are based on insights from the 2022 European Year of Youth. The Year
featured over 13,000 activities organised by more than 2,700 stakeholders across the EU and
beyond, among them EU institutions, EU Member States, organisations working with and for young
people, and young people themselves. As part of the Year, the Commission identified more than 130
policy initiatives for young people, many of which were developed in close cooperation with them.

Today's action to support a youth dimension in EU priorities and policies responds to requests by the
European Parliament and the Council, as well as key stakeholder organisations such as the European
Youth Forum.

For More Information
Communication on the European Year of Youth 2022

EU Youth Strategy 2019-2027
European Year of Youth - Legacy video

Infographic - European Year of Youth

Decision on a European Year of Youth 2022

What is the European Year of Youth?
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Quotes:

"The 2022 European Year of Youth was a Year for young people. It was co-created with young people. The future years should
be theirs too. Young Europeans have a unique perspective and a strong interest in political decisions. It is important that they
can make their voices heard — not least in the upcoming European elections that are essential for Europe’s future."

Margaritis Schinas, Vice-President for Promoting our European Way of Life - 10/01/2024

"Young people are the leaders of tomorrow, but also the changemakers of today. Their involvement is critical as they will live
with the consequences of our decisions. This is why we are giving them a stronger voice in EU policymaking and addressing
their concerns in areas important for them. This is our commitment to building a better future for the next generation."
Iliana Ivanova, Commissioner for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education and Youth - 10/01/2024

Press contacts:

Johanna BERNSEL (+32 2 298 66 99)
Flore BOUTIER (+32 2 296 60 43)

General public inquiries: Europe Direct by phone 00 800 67 89 10 11 or by emalil

Related media

"]
Read-out of the weekly meeting of the von der Leyen Commission by Margaritis Schinas, Vice-President of the European
Commission, and Iliana Ivanova, European Commissioner, on the 2022 European Year of Youth - achievements and way

forward



https://youth.europa.eu/year-of-youth_en
https://youth.europa.eu/year-of-youth/legacy_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%253A42018Y1218%252801%2529
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-244378
https://youth.europa.eu/year-of-youth/legacy_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%253A32021D2316
https://youth.europa.eu/year-of-youth_en
mailto:Johanna.BERNSEL@ec.europa.eu
mailto:flore.boutier1@ec.europa.eu
http://europa.eu/contact/
http://europa.eu/contact/call-us/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/contact/write-to-us/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/avs/files/video6/repository/prod/photo/store/store2/12/P062732-252838.jpg

	Commission gives young people a stronger voice in EU policymaking as a legacy of the European Year of Youth
	Reflecting the youth perspective in EU policies
	Addressing young people's concerns in key policy areas
	European Youth Week 2024
	Background
	For More Information


