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Simplification: Council agrees position on simplifying the
common agricultural policy (CAP)

Member states’ representatives agreed today the Council’s position on simplifying provisions related to the common agricultural
policy (CAP). The aim is to boost the competitiveness of European agriculture by reducing red tape, supporting farmers,
including new and young farmers, encouraging innovation and boosting productivity.

The proposal forms the so-called 'Omnibus IlI' package adopted by the Commission on 14 May 2025 to simplify EU legislation in
the field of agriculture. The package contains amendments to two of the three basic legislative acts establishing rules for CAP,
namely the strategic plan regulation (SPR) and the 'horizontal' regulation. In view of its significant implications, the Council has
treated this initiative with utmost priority aiming to provide EU farmers and national administrations with the necessary legal
certainty as regards their obligations.

The proposed simplification measures could lead to significant reductions in administrative costs for both farmers and national
administrations. According to the Commission’s assessment, this simplification could lead to annual savings of up to €1.6 billion
for farmers and more than €200 million for member states’ administrations.

The Council’s position maintains the general thrust of the Commission proposal in support of the following objectives:

e easing the administrative burden for farmers and administrations and reducing controls
¢ increasing the payments to small farmers and simplifying the rules on conditionality, in particular for organic farms
¢ reducing the on-the-spot checks and deleting of the annual performance clearance

The Council’s position maintains the Commission proposal to allow member states providing crisis payments to active farmers
that are affected by natural disasters, adverse climatic events or catastrophic events. Such payments will ensure continuity of the
agricultural activity of the affected farmers.

Moreover, the Council’'s mandate improves the following elements of the Commission proposal:

o gives flexibility to member states to decide to what extent partially organic farms could be considered to fulfil certain
environmental standards, the so-called GAECs (good agricultural and environmental conditions)

e improves the possibility for farmers to benefit from risk management tools

¢ increases the percentage rate for advanced direct payments, improving the possibility for member states to assist
farmers hit, for example, by natural disasters.

Next steps

The Presidency stands ready to negotiate with the European Parliament, once the latter reaches its own negotiating position, to
reach a final agreement on this file.

Background

The simplification package 'Omnibus III' on agriculture is part of a broader political objective of enhancing EU competitiveness, by
reducing businesses’ administrative burden and creating more favourable conditions for them to operate in the EU. This
simplification drive is conducted in response to the impetus from the European Council (March 2023 Conclusions, 2024-2029
Strategic Agenda) that called for simplifying the general regulatory environment and reducing the administrative burden.

On 26 February 2025, as a follow-up to EU Leaders’ call, the Commission put forward the first two Omnibus packages with the aim
of simplifying the existing legislation in the field of sustainability reporting and certain EU investment programmes. On 20 March
2025, the European Council in its conclusions urged the co-legislators to take work forward on the Omnibus simplification
packages as a matter of priority and with a high level of ambition.

¢ Regulation amending regulation (EU) 2021/2115 as regards the conditionality system, types of intervention in the form of

direct payment, types of intervention in certain sectors and rural development and annual performance reports and
regulation (EU) 2021/2116 as regards data and interoperability governance. suspensions of payments annual performance


https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents/public-register/public-register-search/?WordsInSubject=rural&WordsInText=&DocumentNumber=8983%252F25&InterinstitutionalFiles=&DocumentTypes=&DateFrom=&DateTo=&MeetingDateFrom=&MeetingDateTo=&DocumentLanguage=EN&OrderBy=DOCUMENT_DATE+DESC

clearance and controls and penalties, Commission proposal, 14 May 2025
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